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BOOK REVIEWS 

La Grande Guerre Europ6enne et la Neutrality du Chili. By Alejandro 
Alvarez, former Counsellor to the Ministry for Foreign affairs of 
Chili, etc. Paris: A Pedone. 1915. pp. 315. 

As is indicated by the title, the second part of the present volume, 
whose author has long occupied an eminent position among specialists 
in international relations, is devoted to an exposition of the questions 
of neutrality in the discussion of which his own country, Chile, had 
during the first year of the pending conflict been particularly con- 
cerned. In the first part, questions of neutrahty also form an im- 
portant element, but the survey takes a much wider range, and 
embraces a consideration of the fundamental causes of the war, a 
comparison of the European and American poHtical systems, and a 
series of suggestions as to how armed conflicts are to be avoided in 
the future. In contrasting the European and American systems, the 
learned author, continuing to employ the nomenclature with which 
his name is somewhat distinctively associated, speaks of a "European 
International Law" and an "American International Law." In these 
phrases the term "international law" evidently is used in a special 
and limited sense, since, in its ordinary and general sense, "inter- 
national law" is neither European nor American. What is really 
meant is that there is an international system in Europe different 
from that which exists in America, and that each system has certain 
rules of its own which are not appropriate and therefore are not 
common to the other. 

The extent to which it may be desirable or may be possible to 
reform the world after the present great European conflict is over, is 
a question concerning which opinions naturally vary. In some cases 
this variance seems to be at least partly due to different attitudes as 
to the effect of violations of international law. On the one hand, it 
is assumed that the obHgatory character of international law is not 
destroyed by the actual disregard of its rules by belligerents, while 
on the other hand there seems to be a tendency to act upon the sup- 
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position that when rules are violated they cease to exist, so that, after 
the war is ended, it will be necessary to make international law over 
again. The latter view has no doubt obtained a certain currency 
because of the general assumption that the rules of international 
law have been more extensively violated or disregarded by belli- 
gerents in the present conflict than in the previous great European 
wars. This assumption may readily be shown to be largely or wholly 
unfounded. No doubt new conditions may call for the application of 
new rules, but even in this respect, as Lord Stowell once judicially 
and judiciously observed, the change may consist in the adaptation 
of an old principle rather than in the invention of a new one. It has 
therefore generally been found that after great conflicts what was 
required was the reestablishment rather than the creation of law. 
For the performance of this task of the future the learned author 
offers numerous suggestions which can scarcely be examined within 
the limits of a book review. One line of development which he pro- 
poses is that neutrals shall be permitted by means of commissions 
acting in the various belligerent countries to take a more direct and 
more active part than they have heretofore done in observing mili- 
tary operations in countries at war and acting upon alleged viola- 
tions of the laws of war. 

The work as a whole merits careful consideration, both by reason 
of its intrinsic interest and of the author's position as a pubUcist. 

John Bassett Moore. 

La Penetrazione Straniera nell'Estremo Oriente. By E. Cattelani. 
Florence: Barbera. 1915. pp.493. 

The exceptional character of international law as applied to 
foreigners in China had for a long time suggested the necessity of a 
clear, compendious and complete statement of the origin and exten- 
sion of their privileges; of the nature of consular jurisdiction in con- 
troversies between foreigners, between foreigners and natives and in 
criminal cases; of the immunities guaranteed by treaties to the citi- 
zens of other countries residing in China; of the differences between 
the Capitulations of the Near East, and the Extraterritoriality of the 
Far East, which has given rise, so to speak, to divers small states 
within the state itself. 

Professor Enrico Catellani, of the Royal University of Padua, has 
accomplished this work in his scholarly book under review. 



